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full grown in his lifetime, had taken better advantage of her stay
than had the lawyers. For it was during those two months that
he contrived to meet his distinguished fellow-prisoner and make
her fall in love with him. Certainly a better setting for the pur-
pose would be hard to imagine. A young woman with a compli-
cated emotional history, a young man notably handsome and
with a bold gay tongue to take her out of herself after long hours
of deadly fencing with thin-lipped curiosity . . . both of them
at each encounter excitingly aware that one or the other might
no longer be alive to keep the tryst on the morrow. The fact that
the young man happened to be married would have created no
awkwardness, quite the opposite in fact, in the eyes of a young
woman most unlikely ever to be allowed a husband of her own
choosing; indeed, in the circumstances, ever to have a husband
at all.
Unluckily tradition, as so often with romantics, discredits its
own story by trying to improve on it. Wherever the two first
met it was not in the Tower. John Dudley had made a point of
his offspring mingling with the royal children as often and freely
as possible, so that Robert's first presentation to Elizabeth must
have occurred when both were still at the stage of declining amo
in shrill treble for Master Roger Ascham. It is not even easy to
understand how an acquaintance formed in the grim old fortress
should have found occasion to ripen under the cold vigilance that
surrounded Elizabeth during her confinement. That part of it
cannot be dismissed, however, as altogether improbable. Love
now and then circumvented the Tower's locksmiths like any
other; and sometimes it even happened that a young couple
confined in different parts of it for the crime of having fallen in
love contrary to public policy, managed to disconcert public
policy still further by converting their prison into a maternity
hospital.1
By the time Elizabeth departed for Woodstock the country
had shaken down into a state of sullen resignation and Mary was
able to put away her gallows in favour of other decorations more
appropriate to the welcome of a bridegroom. The Dudleys, now,
fairly certain of their lives unless something turned up, settled
back to calculate the chances of an act of royal grace that should
1 Among the better known examples are Somerset's son, the Earl of Hertford, who
there had two children by Lady Jane Grey's sister Catherine, and Sir Walter Raleigh,
whose second son was born during an imprisonment imposed upon him by Elizabeth
for having secretly married one or her maids of honour.